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He could not bear to put it out of his power. He took a
middle course, which certainly does not wholly justify
his conduct, but which sets it in a wholly different light
from that in which it would otherwise have stood. If he
had simply accepted the salary, I should have regarded
his conduct as improper arid a justification for his
recall, though I should not have described it as corrupt
and I cannot say that it was actually illegal, for the
Regulating Act cannot be said to forbid it in terms. If
he had refused the salary, either absolutely or till the
express sanction of the English ministry for the whole
measure was received, I should have said his conduct was
fully justified. The course which he actually took
appears to me not to amount to an absolute justification
of his conduct, but in a -great measure to excuse it. It
entitles him to the full benefit of the remark that in
what he did genuine public spirit was a concurrent
motive with the desire to increase his savings.

In, order to understand the force of this, it is to be said
that apart from questions personal to Impey there is
every reason to think that the step which Hastings took
in this matter was eminently wise and useful, and was
indeed the only practicable way out of the unhappy
quarrel into which the Court and the Council had
been drawn by rash and ignorant English legislation.
The state of things brought to light by the Patna Cause
was one for which, as I have already pointed out, the true
and only possible remedy was a stringent system of
supervision and appeal combined with legislation specially
adapted to the wants of the country and the people.
The adoption and development of this system has made
the Indian Courts and Indian law what they now are,
and though there are great defects in the system, defects
inseparable from the nature of the Indian Empire, no
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